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LETTITOR 
Well my friends, this is my swan song. That's 
right, my last issue as Managing Editor of this 
fine publication. As you can see from this photo, 
I've relocated to a shack in the woods where I'm 
striking my best Hemmingway pose and slowly 
but surely inking the next great American novel. 
Except that it's Canadian. And it's not so much 
as a novel as it is a twelve-page picture book with 
text in 60pt font about a boy and his imaginary 
friend. 
And what does this have to do with anything, 
you ask? Well, nothing much, except for the fact 
that I'm tipping you off to be expecting a few 
changes in coming weeks as the illustrious J.J. 1 
McCullough takes the reigns. J.J. is a longtime 
OP'er who has worked at multiple jobs for the 
publication. In short, he's more than qualified to 
usher forth an exciting new year. 
So that's about it kid~, I'm out. Be sure to 
pick up my book"Paul and Imaginary Larry" 
when it hits stores in coming months. 
SUNNY SIDE UP! 
Since her arrival in Canada, Sunny has been a fountain of interesting observanc-
es about life in Canada. Here's the latest installment: 
Medicine and Folk Remedies 
Korea has modern medical practice and medicine, as well as ancient oriental medi-
cines and treatments. In North America, most people prefer modern treatments and 
medicine. However, many are switching to oriental medicine and treatments as an 
alternative in treating sickness. In both parts of the world, not only are there modern 
medicines, but also there are many kinds of folk remedies. For example, in Korea, a 
special tea made of boiled radish and ginger is drunk for a cold. In Korea for allergies, 
an old folk remedy is to burn rice straw and let the smoke fill the air to kill the germs of 
allergies. What other folk remedies do you know? Here is another. Follow me: 
The Situation: 
Someone gets burned and they cannot bear the pain. However, if they are with people 
who can help, here are steps that can help. The friends will help by putting the injured 
body part in specially prepared cool water. 
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News 
Students take on Canada Student Loans 
Shara Lee, The Peak (Simon Fraser University) 
VANCOUVER-- (CUP) 1\vo students 
at Simon Fraser University in British 
Columbia have launched a campaign to 
change Canada's student loan ·systems. 
But while the feds say they're listening, 
no actual changes seem to be on the 
horizon. 
Julian Benedict graduated from SFU in 
2006 and he was shocked to discover 
just how much he was faced with 
paying back. 
"I had huge student loans to deal 
with. I started to make payments and 
I couldn't believe all the problems I 
was having with lost documentation, 
misinformation, and generally things 
that were wrong with the system," said 
Benedict. 
Rather than complaining about his 
problem, Benedict and his friend Mark 
O'Meara started the Coalition for 
Student Loan Fairness to address the 
needs and concerns of other student 
loan borrowers. 
The organization has already started 
collecting names in an online petition 
seeking support for eight points that 
the CSl.F wants to present in Ottawa. 
The eight-point plan is a list of major 
issues that the CSLF has compiled and 
includes the creation of a student loan 
ombudsperson, a reduction of interest 
rates on loans, and a demand for online 
up-to-date statements to allow students 
to stay informed about their loan status. 
They have also started working on an 
education campaign to make people 
more aware of their campaign. 
'"Federally, there are over 990,000 
student loan borrowers," said Benedict, 
"Considering that the average debt 
according to the Canadian Federation 
of Students is about $27,000, Canadian 
students owe the government a lot of 
money." 
"We're paying among the highest 
interest rates in the G8 for student 
loans at a time when governments 
across the developed world are saying 
that they want to make it easier and 
more accessible for students to get into 
education systems," he added. 
The CSLF believes that there are two 
fundamental stages of a student's 
financial life. 
"The first one is when you're in school 
and dealing with issues like tuition fees. 
The second stage is in repayment, when 
you're paying back your student loans," 
said Benedict. 
The CSLF's membership is composed 
of both students and graduates but is 
also getting some external support. 
"[By] form[ing] alliances with other 
groups like credit counseling societies 
and other groups who would not 
necessarily be aligned with students, our 
organization is open to any reasonable 
means to get the voices of student loan 
borrowers heard," said Benedict. 
Benedict is looking at paying back 
about $40,000, but his ·case is far from 
the worst. 
Peter Watt, another former student, said 
that his debt amounts to approximately 
$110,000. 
"I've gone bankrupt twice to try putting 
it off. That didn't work, obviously, 
because you can't do that - all it really 
does is put it off. The creditors are sill 
bugging 1p.e, but that's calming down 
now," said Watt. 
The government collection agencies 
"are pretty relentless if you can't 
pay and the interest is higher than on 
other loans so it's kind of frightening, 
actually. Other than a potential 
settlement, I really have no hope of 
paying it back," he added. 
Officials with Canada Student Loans 
know of problems like Watt 's, and 
acknowledge that something needs to be 
done to help them. 
Leesha Lin, acting director of 
operational policy and research for 
the Canada Student Loans Program, 
stated in a recent article to Maclean's. 
ca that although a review of the student 
loan program has been launched, it still 
hasn't happened, and neither is there a 
timeline for any recommendations and 
action. plans. 
As for people like Watt, they are exactly 
the kind of people that the CSLF hopes 
to help. 
''I'm really encouraging everyone to 
come to our website and find out the 
facts about the student loan system and 
help us make it better," said Benedict. 
The CSLF believes that with enough 
support, their eight-point plan and 
petition can make a difference in 
the way that Canada's student loan 
borrowing system operates. 
More women suffer from student debt 
than men 
Canada Student Loans examines gendered debt 
William Wolfe-Wylie, CUP National Bureau Chief 
TORONTO -- (CUP) While women 
are dominating the post-secondary 
landscape, they are, on average, deeper 
in debt and have more trouble paying 
back their loans once they enter the 
workforce. 
Between 2002 and 2005, 
approximately 57 per cent of Canadian 
university students were female. But 
according to the newly released 2004-
05 annual report from Canada Student 
Loans (CSL), the organization services 
far more women than that number 
would suggest. 
A total of 337,256 students received 
a Canada Student Loan in 2004-05. Of 
those students, 60 per cent were female. 
The difference between men and 
women applying for student loans 
is even more pronounced when 
examining part-time students. In the 
2002-03 academic year, 65.1 per cent 
of borrowers were female. By 2004-05, 
that number had risen to 67.3 per cent 
of all borrowers. 
In addition, women borrowed 
more money in order to pay for their 
education and were an average $494 
deeper in debt upon graduation. 
But the gender gap between who attends 
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post-secondary institutions and who 
needs help paying for it goes beyond the 
loan process. Once students graduate 
and begin paying back their loans, far 
more women than men are forced to 
apply for interest relief, the first stage of 
institutional debtor's help. 
In the first five years after 
graduation, CSL offers Interest Relief 
programs whereby students can apply 
to cease repayment on their loan for a 
period of six months without accruing 
any more interest. Students can apply 
for Interest Relief up to five separate 
times. 
At 64 per cent, nearly two-thirds of 
the 108,000 students who applied for 
interest relief in 2004-05 were women. 
"A large number of people 
have problems repaying," said Canada 
Student Loans director Rosaline Frith at 
the semi-annual general meeting of the 
Canadian Federation of Students. 
But the issue could have little to do with 
Canada Student Loans and more to do 
with barriers to women succeeding in 
the workforce. 
According to Amanda Aziz, the 
national chairperson of the Canadian 
Federation of Students the fact that 
women are still only making an average 
of 80% of men's wages increases the 
burden on women. 
"Women are often the ones who have 
to take a pause in their career to have 
children," Aziz said. 
Frith also said that the issue has been 
noticed by CSL. 
"We examine constantly for gender 
issues," she said. 
Aziz said that the CFS will be 
working with Frith to further examine 
how women are being affected by 
student loan policies and providing 
input on "what sort of research should 
be done." 
"It's a really important area," said 
Aziz. 
Grand Theft 
Bicycle puts 
Cyclists in Control 
Steve Carey, The M artlet (University of Victoria) 
VICTORIA-- (CUP) The projector 
flickers, eighties music blares through 
the speakers, and the audience in the 
Open Space art gallery watches as he 
begins riding his bicycle around the 
virtual world of Grand Theft Auto: San 
Andreas. 
Within a few seconds he gets 
smoked by an Oldsmobile and thrown 
through the air. When he straightens 
out his bike and resumes riding, the 
Olds is met with a burst of gunfire. 
The catch is that Gibson is 
actually riding a bicycle, hooked up 
to a computer through a USB cable. 
Dressed in a red, white and blue 
cycling shirt, the fit and lean artist and 
game designer is an associate professor 
in digital media at the University of 
Victoria. 
Grand Theft Bicycle, he said, is the 
result of repeated near-misses while 
riding to work. "Take out the cars," 
he thought to himself a little more than 
two years ago. 
Joining him in making the project 
a reality was computer scientist and 
visual artist Justin Love and graphic 
designer and visual artist Jimmy Olson. 
Riding the bike is as intuitive as, 
well, riding a bike. Steering is done by 
turning the handlebars left and right, 
speed is measured through the speed of 
the pedals, buttons are mounted on the 
handlebars for brake, fire and jump. 
"The biking controller can play any 
game with a joystick," said Gibson, 
"and that 's what's interesting from a 
development point of view-having a 
bike controller to get people physically 
active while playing a game." 
According to Gibson, the USB 
hardware controller costs around $200. 
But this is an artist at work, not just a 
demonstration of new technology. It 
isn ' t long before Gibson demonstrates 
the political side of his creation. 
As he continues to pedal through the 
city, a woman in an orange dress and 
a pillbox hat appears in front of him, 
produces a .45 , and starts shooting. 
"Margaret Thatcher," he shouts, before 
his gun-toting avatar rolls over her on 
its BMX. 
He does a quick turn in real life, 
pulling on the bike handlebars, and is 
soon surrounded by a group of balding 
men dressed in Hawaiian shirts. He 
yelps, "Dick Cheney!" before he sprays 
the group with his machine gun. Hillary 
Clinton is next, and a little later a 
Baghdad ambulance catches fire before 
he blows it up. 
The gangs are made up of political 
figures: Stephen Harper, George Bush 
Sr. and Jr., Brian Mulroney, Osama 
bin Laden and Saddam Hussein. Tony 
Blair, Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
others also appear as gun-toting gang 
members. 
"Video games don't really have artists 
using them to comment on society," 
said Olson, while Gibson rides around 
a virtual Las Vegas. 
Olson was in charge of modeling the 
political figures. 
"One of the ways we can strike 
back is by taking existing games and 
bending them to our will . I'm happy to 
be one of the first generation of artists 
that is able to subvert a video game like 
that." 
The bystanders that walk the streets 
of the original Grand Theft Auto 
have been removed, leaving only the 
political gang members. The cyclist 
is invulnerable and the ammunition is 
unlimited. There are no quests, no win 
conditions and no story. The gangs 
don't shoot at you until you shoot at 
them, so there 's not really any reason 
to fight. 
"I've had people play who didn ' t 
engage in the game violence. I had a 
hippie .. . at [the Emily Carr Institute 
of Art and Design] when we set up 
there. She just rode off into the woods 
and had a little woodland adventure," 
said Gibson. "You actually don't have 
to fight ... but with those characters 
there it's pretty overwhelming." 
The project was funded by a grant 
from the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation and the B.C. Knowledge 
Development Fund. They're interested 
in the emerging technologies-
specifically, the bike as a game 
controller. 
"The idea is to have physical 
exercise and not realize you're doing 
it," said Gibson. "Video games are 
normally so sedentary." 
Gibson said the beauty of Grand 
Theft Bicycle is that people accept 
it as a first-person shooter, not as a 
difficult or educational task. He said 
that during the beta tests, people would 
ride for around 45 minutes, then get off 
dripping with sweat and realize they 
just had a solid workout. 
"The trick was to go with a common 
model-the first-person shooter-and 
not try to make it educational. Kids 
would smell that a mile away," said 
Gibson. 
From the streets of Victoria, Grand 
Theft Bicycle designers are taking 
the project to Mexico as part of the 
University's partnership with the 
Universidad Veracruzana. 
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Buying local food to 
fight climate change 
Sean Peterson, The Martlet (University of Victoria) 
VICTORIA-- (CUP) Buying locally 
produced food can help to fight climate 
change, say experts, but little is being 
done to move in that direction. 
Tom Henry, a farmer on Vancouver 
Island and the editor of Small Farm 
Canada magazine, is concerned that 
consumers and the government are 
not taking action while agricultural 
infrastructure in Canada slowly 
declines. 
Henry was one of four panelists at an 
open forum that examined the impact of 
global warming on British Columbia's 
food supply, held at the University of 
Victoria, on June 1. 
"There are conferences like this 
taking place all over the world, yet 
there isn't a parallel rise in local 
food production. I see the local food 
movement as a glorious cathedral, and 
the producer as a lone hippy underneath, 
squatting on the floor, banging two 
pieces of wilted rhubarb together," 
Henry said. 
One of the key concerns presented 
was the amount of green house gas 
produced by current food systems. 
"We cannot deal with global warming 
without radical changes to our food 
system," said panelist Cliff Stainsby, 
who is a board member with both 
Food Secure Canada and the BC Food 
Systems Network. 
While food might be inexpensive 
at the cash register, Stainsby said, the 
environmental costs of current food 
practices are too high. 
To yield 30 kilograms of com, he 
said, more than two litres of oil are used 
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to produce the fertilizer, power the farm 
machinery, irrigate the fields, and create 
and distribute the pesticides needed for 
the crop. 
Localizing farms could be a solution 
to this problem. Stainsby argued that 
giving agricultural markets a local focus 
could reduce the problem of "food 
miles"-- the distance food is transported 
prior to consumption. 
He cited a Canadian study which 
found that the average food import in 
Canada travels 4,500 kilometres before 
it is consumed. 
But Henry doesn't believe that local 
farms can supply the quick fix in the 
current environment. He stressed the 
importance of bolstering local farm 
infrastructure before any solution can 
move forward. 
In order for this to happen, Henry 
said that drastic changes to consumers' 
spending habits are required. Stainsby 
agrees. 
"The biggest problem that global 
food efforts face is that we've become 
used to paying so little for food," said 
Stains by. 
"There's a notion floating around 
that if we buy local, we can reduce 
the environmental impact of [global 
warming]," Henry said. "But some 
changes are going to have to take 
place before local food can be a viable 
response." 
Henry said that his farm would be 
hard pressed to supply everyone in the 
room with locally produced meat in 
addition to his existing customers. 
According to Henry, there just isn't 
CFS votes for status 
quo ()n media policy 
William Wolfe-Wylie, CUP National Bureau Chief 
TORONTO -- (CUP) Amid heated 
debate, the Canadian Federation of 
Students voted down a motion from the 
Student Society of McGill University 
which would have allowed student 
journalists access to "all aspects of the 
Federation's general meetings." 
"The committee decided to defeat that 
motion but develop a new one regarding 
media presence at a general meeting," 
said CFS National Chairperson Amanda 
Aziz. 
The motion was presented by the 
Students ' Society of McGill University 
(SSMU) at the 51st semi-annual general 
meeting of the Canadian Federation of 
Students and the Canadian Federation of 
Students-Services. 
The new motion called for a standing 
resolution to be adopted which will 
allow the national executive to extend 
invitations to media to attend workshops 
and plenary sessions as they see fit. The 
new standing resolution also notes that 
no media shall have speaking privileges 
at any sessions to which they are 
invited. 
"I think it is the status quo," said Aziz. 
"The national executive has always 
been the one to approve guests at the 
meetings." 
According to Adrian Angus, a student 
with the SSMU delegation, much of the 
opposition to the motion centered on 
a fear of misrepresentation of internal 
debate. 
"There's a fear that if the press is 
present they won't be able to say what 
they want," said Angus. But he doesn't 
think that to be a valid argument. 
"People should not be advocating things 
there that they can't defend," he added. 
According to Angus, there was also 
political concern that having media 
representatives present for debate would 
reveal divisions within the organization 
and fracture an otherwise unified front. 
enough local food in B.C. to go around, 
and that needs to change. 
"Farm numbers continue to decline 
in Canada and around Victoria. Farmers 
still can't find a way to make a living," 
said Henry. 
"Consumers need to adjust their 
buying habits to support local food," 
said Henry. 
Richard Hebda, a UVic biology 
professor specializing in climate 
change, also sat on the panel. Hebda 
used maps to predict drastic changes to 
B.C.'s agricultural landscape and the 
danger to its food supply as the climate 
warms. 
But Hebda was optimistic that 
Aziz confirmed this point, saying that 
a unified front is an important aspect of 
the CFS. 
"At the end of the day, the goal of the 
student movement is to present a unified 
front to government," she said. 
Major policy decisions such as this are 
rarely decided entirely in open plenary. 
In order to progress more efficiently, 
motions are recommended to the review 
of smaller committees consisting of 30 
to 40 people, divided under the headings 
of Budget, Policy, and Organizational 
and Services Development. 
These committees then present 
recommendations to plenary, the 
final meeting where all motions must 
be finalized and ratified. At plenary, 
amendments may be put forward and 
debated by the representatives of the 
various students ' unions. 
Decisions made at plenary are 
conducted on a one local, one vote 
system. 
The SSMU motion was debated 
in the Organizational and Services 
Development committee at that meeting 
before being presented to plenary. 
For Max Silverman, vice president 
external of the SSMU, the debate ended 
in disappointment. 
"Our entire delegation was quite 
disappointed and quite shocked by how 
roundly the motions were rejected," he 
said, adding that "the motion that was 
passed in the end basically reinforced 
the status quo." 
For Silverman, the presence of media at 
general meetings is not an issue of good 
policy, it's an issue of principle. 
"It's a basic fundamental principle," he 
said. 
"What is possibly hopeful is that we at 
least opened the debate on it. Hopefully 
the national executive will take the 
debate to heart." 
society can benefit through adaptation 
and an understanding of the challenges 
facing both farmers and city-dwellers. 
Secure, quality food production 
requires keeping agricultural land as 
well as diversifying food products and 
practices, Hebda said. 
Stainsby also emphasized that 
farm size is also an important factor in 
reducing environmental consequences 
of production. While larger farms 
employ fewer people per acre, he said, 
"smaller farms produce far more food 
per acre .. . whether you measure that in 
tons, calories, or dollars, [small farms] 
always win." 
IEFS Canadian Hair Salons Asked to Pay to Play Music 
Fewer High School Students 
Smoke If Their Schools Are 
Near Stores With Expensive 
Cigarettes 
According to a UBC study, high 
school students are significantly 
less likely to smoke if the stores 
surrounding their school don't stock 
discount cigarettes. According 
to a CBC news report, the survey 
was made up of 81 schools in five 
provinces, and was published in 
a summer issue of the Canadian 
Journal of Public Health. It examined 
retail stores within a one-kilometer 
radius of schools in British Columbia, 
Manitoba, Newfoundland, Ontario and 
Quebec. The results of the study 
showed that "in-store promotions and 
lower pricing are powerful industry 
marketing strategies influencing 
school smoking norms", wrote the 
authors. 
Council reject 
patio application 
at Clan s Pub 
Across the country, hair salons are 
being asked to pay for the right to play 
music in their businesses. Officials 
at SOCAN (the organization that 
represents Canadian music composers) 
explained in a press release that 
notices have recently been sent to hair 
salons across the country, ordering 
them to pay a licensing fee of $94 
dollars or face possible legal action. 
Existing legislation has always 
required hairdressers pay to play 
music CDs, MP3s in public, although 
this has traditionally been somewhat 
unregulated. 
The New Westminster City Council 
has rejected a request by Clancy's Pub 
for the addition of an outdoor patio. 
Located at the Royal Towers Hotel, 
the pub is surrounded by residential 
housing, many residents of whom 
made their voices heard in letters to 
the council. Complaints of noise, 
vomiting on the street, urinating on 
fences and other public disorders were 
listed as common occurances after 
hours. In response, the city declined 
the pub's bid. Council member Bill 
Harper commented that "The owner 
is having difficulty containing the 
behavior of patrons who are in there 
now, and what's it going to be like if 
they are outside?" 
Enrolled in a Red Seal trade? 
Then you may qualify for a $1,000 grant. 
Apprenti(e) dans un metier Sceau rouge? 
There are a lot of reasons to pursue an 
apprenticeship. We've added another. The 
Apprenticeship Incentive Grant is a new grant that 
is available to registered apprentices once they 
have successfully completed their first or second 
year (or equivalent) of an apprenticeship program 
in one of the Red Seal trades. 
How to apply: 
CALL: 1-866-742-3644 I TTY 1-866-909-9757 
CLICK: servicecanada.ca 
OR VISIT: a Service Canada Centre 
Si oui, vous avez peut-etre droit a une subvention de 1 000 $. 
Aux diverses raisons de faire un apprentissage vient s'ajouter une 
autre : Ia Subvention incitative aux apprentis. II s'agit d'une nouvelle 
subvention offerte aux apprentis inscrits, a pres Ia 1 re ou 2e an nee 
de formation (ou !'equivalent) terminee avec succes dans un metier 
Sceau rouge. 
Pour presenter une demande : 
COMPOSEZ: 1-866-742-3644 I ATS 1-866-909-9757 
CLIQUEZ : servicecanada.ca 
OU VISITEZ : un centre Service Canada 
Opinions 
JOHN5f0Nt HARCOlJRf! D05ANJH! CAMPBELL! 
J~fugh~2I!~!E~ are Quite Boring, Actually 
l ·s often said that Canada is a fundamentally 
"regional" country, with strong provincial 
differences that canyon into the political 
realm. We're a nation of 10 different political 
cultures and philosophies, they say. No 
wonder we can't get along! 
'There is a lot of truth to this of course. 
Politics in Newfoundland are quite different 
from those of Alberta, for instance. What is 
initating, however, is when the legitimate and 
sophisticated political differences between 
provincial cultures get boiled down to a few 
trite generalizations, with those generalizations 
in twn being treated as proven fact in the 
media and elsewhere. 
If there is one particularly tired cliche in 
this regard that is in dire need of retirement 
it is oft-repeated claim that politics in British 
Columbia are somehow fundamentally more 
"wacky" and "polarized" than is customary in 
the rest of the country. This nauseatingly trite 
piece of conventional wisdom has very little 
basis in actual fact, yet its one that is almost 
never second-guessed just the same. 
Let us confront the charge of"polarization" 
first 
Accoo:ling to Fair Voting BC, an interest 
group set up to promote that convoluted 
"SIV'' voting reform a while back, the 
political climate of British Columbia is 
"highly polarized" with our partisan elections 
subjected to ''ideologically chiven wild 
swings." Similar comments were espoused in 
a 2001 report by Dr. Andrew Peter, speaking 
for the nonnally staid Fraser Institute. Once 
again making the case for electoral reform, the 
good professoc declared that our propensity 
for "radical policy swings between left and 
right, may make foc good entertairnrent, 
but it creates a political environment that 
is costly and detrimental to our long-term 
ecoooonc and social well-being." Reading 
such sentiments one would be excused for 
imagining BC as some soo of northfm Italy, 
with perpetual elections and pexpetually 
changing governments. 
In the real world, British Colmnbia has 
wxlergone a grand total of five changes of 
govecilirent since the Second WOOd War, 
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which averages to about a switch about once 
every 12 years. This is only one more switch 
than Ontario and Saskatchewan have made 
during the same period. Manitoba has changed 
hands six times, while Quebec and Ottawa 
have switched seven times each since 1945. 
In the BC context it's worth recalling 
precisely how some of our recent switches 
occurred In 1991 the drab and moderate 
Sacred Premier Rita Johnston was defeated 
by the equally drab and moderate Michael 
Harcowt. Both individuals were former city 
counselors with thick glasses who had been 
elected to lead their parties mostly because the 
better candidates were considered too radical 
ideologically and "risky'' electorally. 
In 2001 we likewise saw the painfully 
moderate and pragmatic Ujjal Dosanjh 
(the NDPer would would one day eck out 
a successful career in the Federal Liberal 
Party) go down to defeat at the hands of the 
similarly directionless Gordon Campbell. 
(The tired NDP had been in power for nearly 
a decade at this point, and their 2001 defeat 
was widely predicted Yet one still read about 
this tbroughly unspectacular historical event in 
tones that portray it as some sort of spastic BC 
mood-swing). 
For all the hysterical demonization of Mr. 
Campbell by the provinces' leftists, who for 
years had bought the NDP line that kickback 
schemes for corpulent union bosses were 
somehow in their best interests, the new 
premier has hardly turned out to be the neo-
conservative monster promised 
He has privatized absolutely nothing 
of note, raised welfare rates, and entirely 
capitulated to the Native lobby on all matters 
of land claims. He has endorsed Lany 
Campbell's idiotic and oxymoronic "safe 
injection site" and spoekn firmly against any 
efforts to bring private clines into Vanouvcer. 
Worse yet, the man displays a creepy 
obsession with trying to micromanage the 
lives of citizens in as many ways as his bored 
government can concoct In Campbell's BC 
it is the state's job to tell us where to smoke, 
when to chink, how many veggies to eat, and 
bow much exercise to get It's socialist lunacy 
on par with anything the NDPwould ever 
dare attempt 
Premier Campbell is at best, a moderate 
fiscal conservative and a liberal in every other 
way that counts. Perhaps that's why he, like 
Mr. Dosanjh before him, has been courted 
for a career with the federal Liberal Party. His 
uninspired rise to the premiership is certainly 
no more dramatic than Michael Ranis' defeat 
of the Ontario NDP, or, for that matter, the 
numerous lurches Quebec has experienced 
between separatist and non-separatist parties. 
Mr. Campbell is also, let it be said, an 
excruciatingly boring and uninspiring 
gentlemen, which segues us nicely into the 
next allegation, that BC's leaders are somehow 
fundamentally more "colorful," "eccentric," 
or outright brain-damaged than the breed of 
politician found in the rest of the nation. 
In the run-up to our most recent election 
the Globe and Mail dubbed British Columbia 
a "delight'' for pundits and commentators 
due to our ''tradition of electoral brawling 
and wacky candidates." 'The introduction 
to the CBC web archive ofBC political 
coverage proudly proclaims that our elections 
are ''unpredictable, raucous affairs featuring 
larger-than-life leaders." Favorite son Douglas 
Coupland likewise speaks of our propensity 
for electing "charismatic bumpkins" in his 
BC expose "City of Glass." Hell, simply 
Google some combination of the word ''BC' 
"politics" and "wacky'' and you'll get over 
60,(XX) matches. 
Once again, the actual timeline tells a 
different story. In the last 60 years British 
Columbia has had exactly two (out of 10) 
premiers who can be described as having 
been, in any way ' 'wacky'' or even, in most 
cases, "charismatic." Bill Vander Za1m was 
the first and Glen Clark the second 'The 
fonner was, admittedly something of an 
oddball An evangelical Dutch tulip salesman, 
"norrnal" was rarely a word used to describe 
the 'Zalm. The fact that his government was 
ultimately brought down over a conflict of 
interest spawned by his botched attempts to 
sell an Christian-themed amusement patk to a 
Taiwanese billionaire makes our 28th Premier 
a man whose legacy is justifiably delegated to 
Canada's political sideshow. 
Compared to Vader Za1m, Glen Oark, the 
mustachoid champaign socialist, is only a 
distant second in the wackiness department 
And even then, Clark's wackiness mainly 
carne from his government's staggeringly 
careless levels of corruption. The amount of 
poorly-thought-out crooked idiocy perpetuated 
by the Oark regime was often absurd to the 
point of dark comedy, but hardly a charge that 
cannot be just as justifiably leveled against 
other governments in other provinces as well. 
Oark and Vander Za1m stand alone in a 
crowded field, however. Our other Premiers, 
be they Bill Bennett Jr., David Barrett, Rita 
Johnston, Mike Harcourt, Ujjal Donsanjh 
or now Gordon Campbell, are hardly a cast 
of eccentric bumpkins whom leap off the 
pages of history. Even the great William 
Andrew Cecil Bennett, who helped strengthen 
the ' 'wacky'' reputation due to his rather 
unfortunate first initials, was not a tenibly 
amusing figure. He was a ferocious debater 
and something of an authoritarian, but even in 
his later years he never tried to communicate 
with the ghosts of his dead dogs, which 
is more than we can say for at least one 
Canadian prime minister. 
And as far as our elections being ''raucous" 
affairs, well, I need hardly mention that these 
dullards were the ones who WON, which 
should hopefully say something about their 
caliber of opponents. 
I've always been inclined to believe that 
BC's reputation as the political crackpot 
of Canada is a mythology that was largely 
cooked up by Eastern-types eager to find 
a retroactive justification for their overall 
ignorance and disinterest in this part of the 
country. ' 'Oh, that's just crazy old BC," they 
say, ' 'who can even keep track?'' 
And the leading voices in our own media 
play along, like the obedient Uncle Toms 
that they are, desperate for any attention from 
the Eastern establishment and even more 
desperate for a feeling of"distinctness" from 
the same. BC has~ comfortable with a 
slur against our democracy, and it's high time 
we were mature enough to fight back 
Arts & Entertainment 
Virgin Fest Comes to Vancouver 
Mark Fisher, OP Contributor 
Canadians have always gotten 
a raw deal when it comes to music 
festivals. In Europe, you can plan an 
entire summer around jetting from one 
great festival to another, and even in the 
U.S.A. they have ones like Coachella 
and Lollapalooza. But what do we get, 
besides the Warped Tour? 
So when I first heard that the Virgin 
Music Festival was going to be at 
Thunderbird Stadium on May 20 and 
21, I was stoked, and immediately 
bought tickets. Unfortunately, the lineup 
didn't live up to my expectations. I was 
looking forward to seeing Muse, who 
had to cancel, and besides Metric, none 
of the additional bands they announced 
were ones that I was a big fan of. Still, I 
was excited for two days of bands, even 
if most of them were new to me. 
Day One 
Eight hours of standing around 
listening to a whole bunch of different 
bands sounds like a good time. Eight 
hours of standing in a Vancouver 
downpour? Not so much. Watching the 
rain pound down at my friend's bouse, 
we decided that wbile TV Heart Attack, 
Stars of Track and Field, and the other 
bands on early are probably all very 
nice, we wouldn't be able to get enjoy 
their music if we all drown anyway. 
So my apologies to all of the bands 
we missed seeing, hopefully your next 
Vancouver show will have better luck. 
When we did get to Thunderbird 
Stadium at 4:30, the rain actually 
briefly let up and we didn't even need 
our boodies up for most of Mute Math, 
who were playing the main stage. The 
combined amount of talent in the band 
was amazing, each member played 
from 2 to 5 different instruments during 
their forty minute set. Just the fact that 
they were able to put on an entertaining 
show while playing in a giant puddle 
was impressive, by the time the 
lead singer started doing backwards 
somersaults over bis keyboard and 
playing bis keyboard stand with drum 
sticks, they had made a fan out of me. 
The video screens at either sides of the 
stage had a hard time keeping up with 
all the craziness that was going on at 
once. And in all the chaos, they never 
stopped making great music. 
The next band on the main stage, 
Rise Against, also pulled off a heck of a 
set, and unlike Mute Math, the weather 
didn't let up for them. Tbis was one 
of the bands I was looking forward 
to the most, and they definitely didn't 
disappoint, though their sound did get 
noticeably hit from the weather. "Prayer 
of the Refugee" still sounded incredible, 
being there live for that song was the 
bighlight of Day one. 
Between their set and Billy Talent, 
we wandered around the festival a bit, 
despite the fact that most of the area 
was now a giant mudhole. While doing 
tbis, we learned a valuable lesson: Don't 
split up at an outdoor concert with over 
5,000 people in attendance when there's 
only five minutes before one of the 
headlining bands takes the stage. We 
spent the first twenty minutes of Billy 
Talent's set trying to find one another. 
And with Billy Talent, unless you really 
pay attention, you won't be able to tell 
the songs apart. Well, at least that's 
true of the songs from their first album, 
they've definitely made big strides 
in their songwriting on Billy Talent 
IT. Every song from it they played 
- particularly "Devil In a Midnight 
Mass", "The Navy Song", and "Where 
is the Line" at the start of the set, and 
"Red Flag" and "Fallen Leaves" at the 
end, - was worth getting drenched to 
bear. The middle of their set was mostly 
off of their first album, and were more 
or less indistinguishable. 
Emo fans were out in force to see 
Day one's headliners, My Chemical 
Romance, including one guy with no 
jacket, just a black long-sleeved sbirt, 
red tie, and loads of eyeliner running 
down bis soaked face who had to be at 
least my age. I can put up with the emo 
kids, I was into some weird sbit back in 
high school myself, but when you've 
reached the age where you should be 
wearing ties without it being an avant-
garde fasbion statement, you should 
be able to realize how ridiculous you 
look. With the rain leaking through 
our jackets and filling our shoes at tbis 
point, we decided to go to a coffee shop 
and dry out instead of standing through 
one and a half hours of songs about 
crying and death. The rain would cover 
up all the tears anyway. 
Day1\vo 
Metric is always amazing. Watcbing 
tbis band do a forty minute set left me 
wanting a lot more, though I'm not 
sure if people who had never seen them 
before would agree. They played their 
songs slower than the album versions, 
and included two new songs from their 
upcoming album. "Monster Hospital" 
was a little disappointing without the 
album version's ferociousness, but the 
rest of the songs took the change well, 
including "Poster of a Girl" and "The 
List". "Combat Baby", the closing song, 
was spot on perfection. It was definitely 
a set made for people who were already 
fans, and having seen them twice 
already, I appreciated hearing new 
material. I would have loved to hear 
"Dead Disco", or "Succcexy" again, but 
there 's only so much you can fit into 
a forty minute set, and Metric's songs 
tend to be around five minutes long 
anyhow. 
We listened to few other bands 
on the side stage during the two days 
(Crowned King is still together?), and 
the most memorable one was a group 
from Ontario called The Reason. The 
lead singer yelled more than sang, 
but by the end of their energetic set 
they had made a positive impression. 
Though I would give them one tip: It's 
okay to ask the people watcbing to buy 
your album once, but if you do it more 
than three times it starts getting a little 
awkward. 
A.F.I. was the band that surprised 
me the most. I wasn't a big fan of theirs 
before the concert, but their one hour set 
was ten times better than what I would 
have expected. The band had a lot of 
style and more than enough talent to 
back it up. Perhaps they really are one 
of those bands that has to be seen live 
to be appreciated (catch their Saturday 
Night Live appearance if the rerun 
comes on again for an idea of what 
I'm talking about, they were one of the 
best musical guests tbis season). "Miss 
Murder", "The Leaving Song", "Love 
Like Winter", "Silver and Cold", and 
"Girl's Not Grey" were all songs that I 
never really got into when I heard them 
on the radio, but seeing them live the 
songs were raised to a new level. There 
was not a single weak song in their 
entire set. And the lead singer's constant 
overdramatic poses didn't take away 
from the show at all. 
The festival was well worth it, and 
they've already announced that there 
will another one next year. While 
the overall band list could have been 
more impressive, if tbis turns into an 
annual event on the Vancouver concert 
calendar, this was a great way to get it 
started! 
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§Ps9.I!~ Terms for Dummies 
. This week while watching a 
baseball game on TV someone asked 
me where the term and idea of the 7th 
inning stretch came from. All I could 
tell them at the time was that it 's a 
chance for the players to get a short rest, 
the fans to stretch their legs (hence the 
stretch part) and for them to get snacks 
and use the facilities . I didn 't know the 
exact history of it though, so I looked 
it up. 
There are actually many stories about 
the origins of the seventh-inning stretch. 
One tale claims that it began on account 
of US President William Howard Taft. 
He was supposedly in attendance at a 
game between the Washington Senators 
and the Philadelphia Athletics on April 
14, 1910. He was uncomfortable in 
his seat and by the middle of the 7'h 
he could no longer stand it and stood 
up. According to the story, the crowd 
mistook his action and believed he 
was going to leave and so they, out of 
respect, stood up as well. However, 
minutes later, after stretching his legs, 
Taft sat back down, as did the crowd. 
This tale is more than likely false 
as there is evidence of the practise 
occurring as early as 1869. 
So the season has come and gone. 
After a whirlwind finish the Canucks 
captured the Division title and made the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs this season. They 
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Another story of the origin of the 
seventh inning stretch is the story of 
Brother Jasper of Mary, F.S.C., the 
man credited with bringing baseball to 
Manhattan College in the late 1800s. 
Supposedly on one hot day in 1882 
during the seventh inning against a 
semi-professional team called the 
Metropolitans, Jasper began to notice 
his students becoming antsy. TO loosen 
them up he called a time out in the game 
and ordered everyone in attendance 
to stand up and stretch. It worked so 
well he began calling for this seventh 
inning rest period at every game. The 
Manhattan College custom spread to the 
major leagues after the New York Giants 
were charmed by it at an exhibition 
game. The rest, as they say, is history. 
The seventh inning stretch was not a 
formal practice in professional baseball 
however until the 1920s. 
But like many myths, it is difficult 
to state any one origin. A letter written 
by Harry Wright of the Cincinnati 
Red Stockings dated 1869- 13 years 
earlier than Brother Jasper's time out-
documented something eerily similar to 
the seventh inning stretch. In the letter 
he made the following observation 
about the crowd's behaviour: "The 
were to play the Dallas Stars; a team 
that was incredibly even matched in 
every way. The first game was a glimpse 
into how the remainder of the series 
would go. Roberto Luongo, playing in 
spectators all arise between halves of 
the seventh inning, extend their legs 
and arms and sometimes walk about. In 
so doing they enjoy the relief afforded 
by relaxation from a long posture upon 
hard benches." 
Canucks Corner 
Stephanie Smith, OP Sports Editor 
his first ever post-season game managed 
to hold on to a tie for the better part of 
what seemed like 4 days rather than 4 
periods of overtime. Mter facing 76 
shots on goal, he pulled off the win. 
The series went back and forth 
with both goaltenders posting goals 
against averages of less than 1.5 and 
save percentages of about .950. A low 
scoring series, and one that Vancouver 
was supposed to lose, it all came down 
to game 7. A fast paced home game for 
the Canucks that the crowd could not 
get enough of. The Canucks pulled off a 
4-1 win and moved on to play the fully 
loaded, fast-paced Anaheim Ducks. 
Unfortunately this was the only 
glory that the Canucks would see. The 
Ducks were too much for Vancouver 
to handle and they only managed to 
pull one win out of the hat. There were 
many factors that lead to the loss. The 
most obvious being the abysmal power 
play that the Canucks showed up with. 
Not even 10 power play goals the 
entire 2 series. Alongside the power 
play problems there were disciplinary 
problems too. The Canucks took a lot of 
penalties at very inopportune moments, 
which was essentially their downfall. 
So, what happens now? The Canucks 
are a good team, and one that won't 
need to make too many changes in the 
off season. They did manage to work 
out a deal with Ryan Kesler; a deal 
which would see him remain a Canuck 
for a further 3 years and for 5.25 million 
dollars. 
The only thing that really needs to 
be done for this team is to secure decent 
line mates for Captain Markus Naslund. 
A lot of negative comments were 
thrown Naslund's way this season, and 
it wasn't all warranted in my opinion. 
It's tough for any player, even an elite 
one such as Nazzy, to play consistently 
and play well when your line mates 
change every game and range from 
players like Brendan Morrison to Brad 
Moran. 
Although it's sad to think that after 
a season such as this there will be no 
glory, it's not all bad. A lot of the team 
that made it that far are still under 
contract, the coach will be back to lead 
them on, and I am sure we will see 
a better Markus Naslund in the next 
season. 
Sports 
2007 Athletic Banquet 
Student Athletes Share in the Success 
Douglas College Athletics 
The 2006-2007 season was 
one of the most successful years in 
Douglas College Athletics history. 
After capturing five Canadian College 
Athletic Association (CCAA) National 
Championships, five British Columbia 
Colleges Athletic Association (BCCAA) 
Provincial Championships, four CCAA 
All-Canadians and one CCAA Athlete 
Supremacy Award; the Royals Athletic 
Banquet was an evening to honour 
the accomplishments, dedication and 
commitment made by the athletes, 
coaches and their support staff. 
In attendance for the gala event 
was the legendary Chris 'Dr. Laugh' 
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Johnson who was the Master of 
Ceremonies, Susan Witter (Douglas 
College President), Blaine Jensen (Vice 
President of Educational Services), 
Diana Miles (College Board Chair) and 
Lou Rene Legge (Director of Athletics). 
"It was a great evening to share in 
the success of all the students-athletes 
who competed this year. They invest 
a considerable amount time and 
energy into their sport and tonight is to 
recognise their accomplishments," said 
Lou Rene Legge. 
Some of the most notable awards in 
the evening were Female Athlete of the 
Year, Lindsay Thomson (Badminton). 
Thomson finished the season as the 
two-time defending CCAANational 
Women's Single Badminton champion, 
winning the title in 2006 and 2007. Her 
undefeated record has spanned two 
years through league, provincial and 
national competition. In March of 2007, 
Thomson was awarded one of the most 
prestigious awards for a college athlete; 
the CCAAAthlete Supremacy Award. 
This award of distinction recognizes 
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Thomson as the top athlete (Both Male 
and Female) across every sport in the 
country. 
For the Male Athlete of the Year, 
there were two recipients; Andrew 
Sturgeon (Men's Basketball) and Alvin 
Lau (Badminton). "Both of these 
athletes had incredible seasons and 
we thought that they both should be 
recognised for their accomplishments," 
said Activities Coordinator Brian 
McLennon. 
Andrew Sturgeon was an integral 
part of the Men's Basketball success. 
Ranked as the number one team in the 
country for the entire year, Sturgeon led 
the Royals in scoring and rebounding 
and was named the BCCAA Athlete of 
the Year and CCAAAll Canadian. 
The other co-recipient for Male 
Athlete of the Year was Alvin Lau of the 
Badminton team. Alvin and Charmagne 
Yeung are back to back CCAA National 
Badminton Mixed Doubles Champions 
(200~, 2007). Lau was also a member of 
the 2007 BC Winter Games Badminton 
team which won gold at the 2007 
Canada Winter Games in Whitehorse, 
YK. 
The recipients for the Andy and 
Helen Andrews Academic Athletes 
of the Year, were Lauren Johnston 
of Women's Volleyball and James 
Anderson the Men's Basketball. Both 
of these student-athletes demonstrated 
excellence in their scholastic activities 
as well as their athletic performance. 
Johnston was instrumental to the 
Women's Volleyball team's playoff 
berth, while Anderson was a member 
of the CCAA National Basketball silver 
medal team. 
The Coach of the Year was awarded 
to badminton Head Coach, Al Mawani. 
The Burnaby Sports Hall of Farner, 
made CCAA National Badminton 
history this year as he led the Douglas 
College Royals badminton team to 
the first ever five event sweep (Men's 
Singles, Women's Singles, Men's 
Doubles, Women's Doubles and Mixed 
Doubles) in National Badminton 
Championships. 
Magnificent 
Manion 
Lindsay Manion Finishes Second Overall 
Douglas College Athletics 
T he Douglas College Men's and 
Women's golf teams participated in 
the NWAACC Golf Championships 
hosted by Green River College this past 
weekend at the Washington National 
Golf Club. 
Douglas College's Lindsay 
Manion made a statement as she 
participated in her first ever NWAACC 
Championships. After the first day 
of competition, Manion pushed 
all competitors to the brink, as she had 
set the pace for others to follow with a 
three stroke lead. 
In an exciting finish that came down 
to the last hole, Manion was edged by 
Green River's Paige Gifford to finish 
second overall with a final score of 156. 
"It was a great weekend for 
Lindsay," said Men's Golf Coach, Gert 
Van Niekerk. "I know Lindsay would 
have preferred a different outcome." 
The Semiahmoo graduate and 
Surrey native was the foundation of 
the women's golf program and had 
been one of the top golfers in all of the 
major NWAACC tournaments leading 
up to Championships. Manion's play 
caught the attention of several top U.S. 
schools who were on hand to watch the 
competition. 
Lindsay was named to the 
All NWAACC Golf team. 
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